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Steve Meerwald:

Job satisfaction by the shipload

M ust enjoy working with
animals. Must love dealing with
honest, enthusiastic, hard-working
people. Must be willing to travel the
world. Must be prepared to accept
large doses of job satisfaction.

Sounds like the perfect job doesn’t
it? For Steve Meerwald, it is the
perfect job —and it’s his.

Steve is Managing Director of
Wellard  Rural  Exports, the
Perth-based company that plays
an important role in exporting
Western Australian livestock to
the world.

Job satisfaction comes readily to
Steve. At times, that satisfaction
occurs at 3 o'clock in the morning
when he’s down on the Fremantle
docks waving goodbye to another
successful shipment.

It also manifests when he meets
with appreciative overseas
customers, or at other times when
he’s chewing the fat with some of

the State’s primary producers.

Steve believes he is fortunate to
be in a position which allows him
to work with “salt of the earth”
people, all of whom are passionate
about what they do.

“We are dealing with a complex and
sophisticated supply chain in the live
export business,” said Steve.

“But the people involved in every
aspect of the industry are very
grounded, grass-roots types — the
livestock producers, transport
drivers, feed suppliers and agents.
It’s a pleasure dealing with those
sort of people who have that

perspective on life.

“And the situation is exactly the
same when I’'m dealing with clients
in the Middle East and South-East
Asia. These are people who have
a history of involvement with
livestock. Some are third or fourth
generation livestock traders.

“It’s their family’s way of life — it’s
their tradition and it's what they
love doing.”

Steve said that being involved in the
live export industry was challenging
for him and his peers but was also
just as rewarding.

“l quite often look at the logistical
exercise taking place in front of me
when I'm down at the wharves. It’s
almost impossible to believe that it
all comes together as well as it does
to effect a single shipment — it’s a
mammoth achievement.

Even though Wellard has notched
up around 2000 shipments of
livestock, Steve still experiences a
sense of pride and achievement as
each ship departs for its overseas
destination.
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Adding to that sense of satisfaction,
on a number of occasions Steve has
witnessed a shipment’s departure
from Australian shores, as well as
its arrival at a foreign port.

“It’s always interesting to be at the
arrival and discharge. It’s good to
talk to clients at the other end and
see how the animals have travelled.

“We often record an improvement
in the condition of the majority
of the stock — which is a good
measure of the high quality on-
board conditions.”

Steve admits his working days
can often be long and exhausting,
necessitated by the sheer fact that
he is having to co-ordinate the
movements of both livestock and
ships and is constantly liaising with
customers on the other side of the
world.

“But | wouldn’t be in this business
if | wanted to work in a five day/40
hours a week environment,” he
explained.

In terms of the future, Steve said
sustaining and developing the
Australian live export industry was

an absolute necessity.
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“If Australia was forced to withdraw
completely,
animal welfare standards in those
countries that we export to would
take a major step backwards.

from the trade

“Those countries would simply seek
animals from alternative sources
who lack understanding and respect
for animal welfare,” Steve said.

“We know problems with the
treatment of animals still exist in
some areas, but stopping the trade
from Australia would only cause
more problems.

“And then, of
would be a huge impact on the
Australian farming sector, and
Western Australia would be hit the
hardest.”

course, there

Steve said around 50 per cent of
the State’s livestock production
was directed to the live export
trade and, with limited processing
capacity, Western Australia would
be unable to
production.

sustain  existing

“However, at the moment what we
have is a profitable live export trade
which prioritises animal welfare and
has an extremely high success rate,
as well as a business that props up
prices for sheep and cattle here in
Australia and supports so many
other associated industries, such as
grain production.”

Wellard Rural Exports is one of
Australia’s largest exporters of
live sheep and cattle and provides
a comprehensive service covering
every aspect of the export chain,
including feed and milling, animal
preparation and husbandry, feedlot
facilities, trucking and shipping.

From 2007, with the introduction of
new vessels into the fleet, Wellard
will have capacity to ship two million
sheep and 400,000 cattle annual

For more information on
Wellard

www.wellardgroup.com.au

Rural  Exports, visit

Our trade benefits disadvantaged Indonesians

he importance and value of
the Australian livestock export
industry is far-reaching.

Take Indonesia for example. Not
only are imported cattle vital to
the Indonesian economy, the trade’s
very existence is helping orphans,
the elderly, tsunami victims and
university students.

A modern feedlot in Lampung, South
Sumatra, imports around 40,000
cattle annually from Australia,
creating jobs for 150 workers from
surrounding villages.

The feedlot — a joint venture
between an Indonesian company
owned by Dicky Adiwoso and Greg
Pankhurst and the Consolidated
Pastoral Company of Australia —also

trades with more than 1000 other
farmers and suppliers.

As well as creating jobs and
supporting the local economy, the
feedlot is instrumental in building a

strong sense of community.

“We have established a foundation
for orphans and the elderly,
providing scholarships and helping
them to make ends meet,” Dicky
said.

In addition to that, the feedlot is
used for training university students
in animal husbandry.

“Last year we had about 12 students
from Aceh (which was decimated by
the tsunami) for about two months
with the hope that they could go
back to their homes and build new

lives,” Dicky said.
“We also donate breeding cattle to
the Aceh Cattle Breeding Centre at
Indrapuri to enable them to breed
their own cattle for distribuition to
farmers in Aceh.”

The feedlot’s operators have also
been assisting victims of the recent
Jogya earthquake by providing much-
needed water filtering systems to
affected villagers.

Greg and Dicky have also built a
small mosque on the feedlot land
which is open to anyone and used as
a community facility.

On average, Indonesia imports
350,000 to 400,000 head of cattle a
year, making the trade worth around
A$250 million annually.

WA is leading the way

For more information visit www.mla.com.au/liveexport
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